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Jo Jorgensen, the Libertarian nominee for president
of the United States, visited St. Petersburg
on Friday.

Learn new ways to fulfill your coffee cravings.

The Ethics and Debate Club fosters an environment
for students with a passion for debate.
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FAREWELL TO THE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

By Sophie Ojdanic and
Annalise Anderson
sojdanic@usf.edu
akanderson1@usf.edu
hen junior
education
major Conner
Diefendorf started a Facebook
petition to rally support for
the College of Education,
he had a modest goal of 100
signatures.
As of Oct. 18, the petition
had 8,484 signatures.
“I have been in awe of
the response and we couldn’t
be more motivated to try
and create change at USF,”
Diefendorf said.
He sprang into action
after USF’s bombshell
announcement last week that
the College of Education
will be dismantled and
reconfigured into a graduate
school of education that falls
under another college.
The move will save the
university $6.8 million over
two years as it strives to adjust
to sharply declining revenues
during the COVID-19
pandemic.
But Provost Ralph
Wilcox and Judith Ponticell,
the college’s interim dean,
stressed that — over the long
term — the change could be

what Wilcox called “a real
opportunity to strengthen” the
university by enriching the
programs it offers.
Many current education
students like Diefendorf
weren’t buying it. Neither
were many graduates of the
college and faculty who taught
there for years.
Dr. Sonia Helton was a
professor and director in the
College of Education for 32
years before retiring in 2004.
In an email that she sent to
former colleagues and shared
with The Crow’s Nest, Helton
said the university’s decision
marked “a sad day for all who
believe in professional teacher
training, learning and serving
for our communities, schools
and families.
“We all did a fantastic
job building a university and
college that went ‘poof,’ ” she
wrote. “The good news is we
also built the futures for many,
many graduates and students
that won’t go ‘poof.’”
However, Wilcox found
justification in reliance on
state colleges to prepare future
educators for the workforce.
“Many students are electing
to enroll in state colleges,”
Wilcox said.
“The majority are graduate

By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

started noticing that – without
their knowledge or permission
– the words “USF St.
Petersburg” on their Facebook
pages, showing where they
earned their degrees, had
been changed to “USF St.
Petersburg campus.”
But wait. Now Wilcox says
“there has never been any
contemplation of changing the
name.”
“In spite of some reporting
or implication to the contrary,
there’s never been any effort to
change the name of any of our
campuses or the institution,”
he said.
Some might say – How’s
that again?
The puzzling assertion
came in an interview with

W

students, which prompted
us to envision a future, not
as a comprehensive serving
College of Education, but as
a more strategically focused
Graduate School of Education,
still serving the needs of our
students and our communities,
particularly in the pre K
through 12 public schools,”
Wilcox said.
According to Wilcox, the
university will offer a five-year
pathway for students seeking
certifications in education.
This would mean students
could get a four-year degree
in a field of their choice, then
take an extra year of classes to
become certified in teaching.
According to Wilcox,
current students in the College
of Education will still be able
to complete their degrees.
“We are absolutely
committed to supporting
currently enrolled students
along their path to timely
graduation,” he said. “The
experience will not change for
them. What we would expect
to see in the years to come is a
diminished array of academic
programs available to students
seeking an education at the
University of South Florida.”

COURTESY OF USF

It was revealed Wednesday that USF will be closing the
College of Education. The Education Building (above) is
home to the College of Education on the Tampa campus,
while H. William Heller Hall is home to the college on the St.
Petersburg campus.

>> SEE EDUCATION on P2

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Name change? What name change?
F

irst, Provost Ralph
Wilcox told USF
trustees that, to meet
accreditation guidelines, USF
St. Petersburg should now be
called “USF St. Petersburg
campus” – with a lowercase
“c.”
Then St. Petersburg’s
marketing and communications
director sent an email
informing faculty and staff
that “we are adopting the word
‘campus’ as part of our name
and logo” and said there would
be an inventory to determine
what campus signs needed to
be changed.
And then some graduates

The Crow’s Nest on Oct. 12 in
which the provost seemed to
want to have it both ways.
“The recommendation
(from the regional accrediting
agency) has been that . . .
wherever we use the term
USF St Petersburg to add
the lowercase ‘campus’ to
acknowledge that it is indeed
a branch campus of the
University of South Florida,”
Wilcox said. “The same for
USF Sarasota-Manatee, and
in cases where we refer to
USF Tampa, we also will
include the suffix ‘campus,’
lowercase.”
The Crow’s Nest asked, “If
you drive by a sign and it says
‘USF St Petersburg campus,’
isn’t that a name change?

Aren’t signs supposed to
portray a name?”
“I would say not,” Wilcox
said. “We recognize that there
are statutorily identified names.
We are simply acknowledging
the existence of three campuses
as members of one university.”
In the interview, Wilcox
also:
** Said he had not
discussed the implementation
of consolidation with the
powerful legislators who
mandated it in 2018 and now
are clearly perturbed about
how university leaders are
handling it.
** Retreated – somewhat
– from earlier remarks that the
consolidated university needs
a single budget – not a budget

for each campus, as mandated
by law.
“The evidence, I think,
clearly acknowledges the
existence of four separate
appropriations (three campuses
plus USF Health) flowing
to the University of South
Florida,” Wilcox said. “But
by necessity, as (Regional
Chancellor Martin) Tadlock
recognizes, the actions taken
within his budget could have
a positive or, indeed, negative
impact on university-wide
operations . . . . Ongoing
consultation with college deans
whose colleges cross campus
boundaries or borders will be
essential.”
>> SEE WILCOX on P3
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Libertarians:
Decriminalize drugs,
abolish the IRS

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Dr. Jo Jorgensen speaks to the crowd at her Oct. 16 campaign rally at
Demens Landing in downtown St. Petersburg.
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

T

he Libertarian
Party is much
more than a “Don’t
Tread on Me” flag: It’s an
ideology.
On Friday, Dr. Jo
Jorgensen, the 2020
presidential nominee for
the Libertarian Party, held
an event in downtown
St. Petersburg to spread
awareness about her
campaign and third-party
voting.
“What would it look like
if folks stopped voting solely
based on their stock portfolio
or their party affiliation?”
Laura Hartman, a member
of the Pinellas County
Libertarian Party, asked at
the event.
“Here’s a new thought,
vote your conscience,”
Hartman said.
The event drew a
crowd of over 250 people,
including individuals
who weren’t registered
libertarians, showing open
support towards Jorgensen.
“Yes, I am a libertarian,”
Matt Wright of Muddied
Waters Media, said to the
crowd. “And because of that,
I believe in these simple
tenets: we as individuals
own ourselves, our bodies,
our labor and our property.
We are free people who have
the gift of free thought.”
The Libertarian Party
of the United States was
formed in 1971 by David
F. Nolan and has since

developed into the third
largest political party by
voter registration.
Libertarians
fundamentally believe in
a more classical liberal
ideology that promotes a
“laissez-faire” approach to
both the government and the
economy; this is as opposed
to the Democratic Party,
which advocates for more
government intervention
in the economy, as well as
the conservative economic
principles of the Republican
Party.
As Jorgensen took the
stage in St. Petersburg, the
crowd erupted in applause.
“Our current government
is too big, too bossy, too
nosey and too intrusive,”
Jorgensen said. “We need
to put the decision-making
power back into your hands
because you can spend
your money better than any
special interest (group) or
lobbyist in Washington can.”
If elected president,
Jorgensen hopes to abolish
the Internal Revenue
Service, the Department of
Education, Social Security
and the Federal Reserve;
replacing them with private
alternatives.
Jorgensen proceeded to
shift the conversation to her
stance on drugs.
“What we have now
is not a drug problem,”
Jorgensen said. “What
we have is a prohibition
problem. There should be
no law to prevent you from
owning an object, whether

it’s a gun to protect yourself
or drugs, for whatever
reason you wish. If there is
no victim, there is no price.
As your president, I will
federally decriminalize all
drugs and encourage states
to treat drug use as a health
issue, not a criminal one.”
For many libertarians,
the appeal of the party lies in
the loose restrictions on both
social issues and economic
issues – pulling from both
progressive platforms as
well as fiscal conservatism.
“… (What) the
Libertarian Party has been
trying to do for 50 years
is to allow (the American
people) to peacefully coexist
and live with each other as
opposed to under a onesize-fits-all directive from
the government,” Jorgensen
said.
In an interview with The
Crow’s Nest, Jorgensen said,
“…younger people are just
naturally libertarian… I tell
younger voters that it’s much
better if you could vote with
your feet and vote with your
dollars.”
On Nov. 3, Jorgensen’s
name will be listed on the
ballot in all 50 states.
“There’s an alternative...
it’s the Americans who are
losing out because they
don’t know there’s another
choice,” Jorgensen said.
Check out The Crow’s
Nest on YouTube for an
exclusive interview with
Jorgensen on this week’s
episode of Crow’s Cast.
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EDUCATION, continued from P1
Ponticell, the interim
dean, said that the decision
to shift the College of
Education to a graduate
school is not unusual for
universities.
Ponticell offered
Harvard University,
Stanford University, and
the University of California
at Berkeley as examples
of universities that offer
only graduate programs in
education.
Henry Burrows, a senior
education major, criticized
the timing of the decision.
“Ask anyone in the
education field, and they
will agree that there is a
teacher shortage within
Hillsborough and Pinellas
counties,” Burrows said.
“Closing USF’s College
of Education, the primary
generator of new teachers
in the Tampa Bay area, is
exactly the antithesis of what
is beneficial to the region’s
K-12 students.
“This is an egregious
disservice to the very
communities that USF
claims to strive to serve.”
Diefendorf also criticized
the decision’s timing.
“With already a decline in
teachers in the country this
is the worst time to close
a program because it will
affect the quality of teachers
you will get and how well a
student is going to be taught
the curriculum needed,” he
said.
Diefendorf hopes
his petition will aid in
“(reversing) this decision
that has been made by the
USF administration.”
“We will be doing that
through people in Student
Government and trying
to get our president of the
university, Steve Currall,
on board with looking into
changing the decision,”
Diefendorf said. “This is a
college that prides itself on
producing teachers all over
the state of Florida and the
fact they would be cutting

COURTESY OF JUDITH PONTICELL

Judith Ponticell, the
interim dean of the
College of Education,
took over in July after
the previous dean left
for William & Mary.

off a direct pipeline from
USF to the Hillsborough
County school system is
hard to fathom.”
Diefendorf said he and
his friend, Spencer Bazen,
an elementary education
major, “felt like teachers
have been underappreciated
for long enough.
“Also, it is against the
law to strike or protest in
Florida as a teacher. So, we
want to try to do as much
as we can for the generation
behind us before we become
teachers.”
Burrows questioned
the future of USF St.
Petersburg’s education
building, H. William Heller
Hall.
Burrows, who worked
with Heller, a former dean
of the college and chief
executive of the campus
who died last month, said he
wonders how the building
will be used now.
“Will the second floor
of this building bearing his
name be left to decay?”
Burrows asked.
Burrows suggested that
the decision dismantles the
very foundation on which
university was built.
“Historically, the very
first degrees earned at
USF St. Petersburg were
51 degrees in Elementary
Education,” Burrows said.
“Teaching teachers is part
of our DNA. To strip the
campus of the College of
Education is to snip away at
our history.”
Ponticell said the
university still plans to
maintain its history in
education.
“Education at USF has
been part of its history, from
the very, very beginning of
the institution,” Ponticell
said. “And we intend to be
part of this history, going
forward, but we also intend
to be part of that history in a
different way.”
Nancy McCann
contributed to this report.

COURTESY OF CONNER DIEFENDORF

Conner Diefendorf, a
junior education major
at USF Tampa, said
he was in “honest,
pure shock” when he
heard the College of
Education will close.
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WILCOX, continued from P1
** Defended the
glowing way he described
USF’s fall enrollment
statistics to the Board
of Trustees on Sept. 8 –
without mentioning that
St. Petersburg’s numbers
for new freshmen have
plunged.
“I don’t know that we
ever shared campus-bycampus enrollment, which
one ordinarily wouldn’t
expect from a consolidated
university,” Wilcox said.
“But if they didn’t know
earlier, they certainly know
now.”
The Crow’s Nest has
reported the plummeting
numbers for the last two
years.
When Wilcox first
broached the matter of
campus names at trustee
committee meetings on
Aug. 25, he acknowledged
it was a sensitive issue.
The name USF St.
Petersburg is a point of
pride for many graduates
and community leaders,
and in 2019 the Legislature
enshrined the name in
Chapter 1004 of the Florida
Statutes.
The law says that the
downtown waterfront
campus “shall be known
as the ‘University of South
Florida St. Petersburg.’ ”
The difference between
the law and what Wilcox
said is needed under single
accreditation led to an
Aug. 31 email from Carrie
O’Brion, St. Petersburg’s
director of marketing and
communications, giving
faculty and staff detailed

instructions on the name.
“Please use the word
‘campus’ with a lowercase
‘c’ when referring to our
geographic location. For
example, ‘I am a professor
on USF’s St. Petersburg
campus’ or ‘The event will
be held by the waterfront
on the USF St. Petersburg
campus,’” O’Brion wrote.
She also gave
instructions for changing
email signature blocks, and
provided a new logo to use
for letterhead, fliers and
PowerPoint presentations.
Wilcox said the same
goes for faculty and staff
on the Tampa campus if
they have “customarily
included a geographical
reference,” and the same is
true “if there are signs that
historically have read ‘USF
Tampa.’ ”
In the Pinellas County
political community,
where some leaders were
already bristling at the way
consolidation of the three
campuses is unfolding, the
name change is particularly
galling.
It “drives me crazy,” Ed
Montanari, chair of the St.
Petersburg City Council,
told The Crow’s Nest earlier
this month. “Our name is
everything to us. We have
taken so much pride and
we’ve had so much effort
into branding our city and
putting St. Petersburg on
the map and having the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg right here in
our downtown. It’s part of
our DNA.”
St. Petersburg Mayor

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
Rick Kriseman also
criticized the change.
In a letter to Jeff
Brandes, a state senator
from St. Petersburg who
helped lead the move in
2018 to end St. Petersburg’s
independence, the mayor
said that, “by law, (the
campus) is required to be
called USF St. Petersburg
and not the ‘St. Petersburg
Campus’ (as it currently
appears on their website).”
When Wilcox spoke
to the trustees in August,
he said the accrediting
agency is concerned
that using the names
“USF St. Petersburg and
USF Sarasota-Manatee”
suggests that “we are still
separate institutions” and
that the trustees and Tampa
“somehow do not have
sufficient organizational
control over all campuses.”
Tadlock, who joined
the interview with Wilcox,
said that the needs for
single accreditation and
the legislative mandate to
preserve the campuses’
longstanding names are
“difficult to balance.”
“I think it meets the
intent of the legislation
by still having USF St.
Petersburg . . . as the
name with ‘campus’ as the
specified location,” Tadlock
said.
Wilcox told The Crow’s
Nest he doesn’t see it as
a contradiction to add the
word “campus” to the
names.
“I don’t believe there
is any friction whatsoever
between recognizing,
as stated in law, the
unique identity and the

geographical location of
the campus and the fact
that between June 30 of
2020 and July 1 of 2020,
consistent with state
law, the status of the St
Petersburg campus changed
from a freestanding,
separately accredited
institution to a member
campus of a consolidated
university.
“As ever, we’ve
consistently followed a
path in line with Florida
Statutes as we’ve moved
toward consolidation.”
Many in St. Petersburg
would disagree with that.
In September 2019 and
again in January 2020,
USF President Steve
Currall released proposed
organization plans that
would have undercut the
authority of the regional
chancellors of the smaller
campuses.
The plans appeared to
violate statutory language
that specifies USF St.
Petersburg and USF
Sarasota-Manatee are
full branch campuses, as
defined by the regional
accrediting agency, with
their own budgetary and
hiring authority.
Both times Currall was
forced to walk them back.

just feeling the love from
President (Steve) Currall
and you toward the (St.
Petersburg) campus? What
do you think is causing
that and do you think you
can do some things to
make people feel more
comfortable with the
Tampa attitude toward St
Petersburg?
Wilcox: I think once
(St. Petersburg) students
up their game, if you
will, and start to perform
across the university at
the same level, that they
are retained from year to
year, that they graduate,
that the experience they’re
receiving inside and outside
the classroom (which is
a little difficult in these
extraordinary times) .
. . but at a point when
they’re realizing equitable
experiences in and out
of the classroom. When
faculty are feeling the same
level of support.

‘Not feeling the love’
The Oct. 12 interview
included this exchange
between The Crow’s Nest
and Provost Ralph Wilcox:
The Crow’s Nest:
Why do you think some
people, not only at the (St.
Petersburg) campus but in
the community, just aren’t

COURTESY OF USF

“There’s never been
any effort to change
the name of any of our
campuses,” Provost
Ralph Wilcox says.

Breaking down the
financial aid budget
DARNELL HENDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

By Sophie Ojdanic and
Catherine Hicks
sojdanic@usf.edu
chicks@usf.edu

A

s the fifth part
in the Poynter
College Media
Project series, Green and
Gold, The Crow’s Nest
explores the financial aid
operating budget.
There are five salaried
employees at the USF
St. Petersburg Financial
Aid office; the associate
director, the financial aid
team manager and three
financial aid advisers.
These five employees earn
a total of $242,167.
The associate director’s
yearly salary is $70,013.
The financial aid team
manager’s is $49,000 and
the aid advisers’ salaries

range from $39, 528 to
$43,085.
In addition to salaries,
$94,184 accounts for
employee benefits,
including health, vision
and dental insurance.
The other costs
associated with the
financial aid office
include travel expenses,
contractual services,
materials and supplies
for the office and other
miscellaneous operating
expenses.
According to
Laura Zuppo, USF St.
Petersburg’s interim
regional assistant vice
chancellor, in an effort
to limit both spending
and travel this year,
the university did not
allocate funding for travel

expenses.
“There’s no travel
this year, we can’t really
go anywhere,” Zuppo
said. “But it might
include a membership to
professional associations
because of all the required
training’s financial aid staff
have to participate in.”
The highest of these
additional expenditures is
miscellaneous operating
expenses at $6,750.
These miscellaneous
expenses include things
such as printing official
flyers and handouts,
dues and licences for
professional associations,
mail and postage expenses,
printer monthly rental
program and other minor
expenses, according to
Zuppo.

Contractual services,
which covers a new
appointment scheduling
software for staff working
remotely, requires a $4,500
allocation this year.
Materials, supplies
and equipment for the

financial aid office includes
computers, paper, printer
ink and other related
supplies. The allocation for
these expenses is $3,750.
The total operating
budget for the financial aid
office is $353,351.

SOPHIE OJDANIC | THE CROW’S NEST

The financial aid office’s operating budget
consists of $353,351 allocated to six
different areas.
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For the love of coffee

By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

W

ith a dedicated
fandom from all
over the world,
coffee remains one of the
very few things that almost
everyone loves. If you take
your coffee seriously, like I
do, here are some of the many
ways that I choose to drink
my coffee every day:
Iced Coffee with milk
This is a very simple,
budget-friendly recipe that
tastes like your local coffee
shop, if not better.
Ingredients:
1 cup of coffee of your
choice, at room temperature.
Cold almond milk
(optional) as needed.
Preparation:
Brew your coffee.
Pour coffee in a glass filled
with ice.
Add milk.
Turkish Coffee
Made with finely ground
coffee beans, it can be almost
mistaken for cocoa powder.
Originally derived from
Arabica bean and prepared in
a cezve, a long-handled coffee

pot, Turkish coffee became
famous for its strong taste and
rich history.
Ingredients:
1 tablespoon finely ground
Turkish coffee powder
1 cup of boiling water
Preparation:
Put the coffee powder in
the cezve.
Pour boiling water over the
powder.
Wait until the mixture
boils.
Remove from heat and stir.
Return to heat and repeat
step four.
Pour into two demitasse
cups.
Dalgona Coffee

Thanks to quarantine, and
an ample/insane amount of
time spent on social media,
I stumbled across dalgona
coffee, also known as
whipped coffee.
Dalgona coffee has
emerged as one of the most
popular trends during the
spread of the COVID-19
pandemic. It went viral after
Jung Il-woo, a famous South
Korean actor, ordered a twotoned coffee in Macau in a
Stars’ Top Recipe at FunStaurant episode.
You only need three simple

ingredients to make this
delicious coffee. It is made by
mixing instant coffee, sugar
and hot water until it becomes
creamy and then pouring it
over hot or cold milk.
The dalgona coffee
challenge is only becoming
more popular. #Dalgonacoffee
on Instagram has more than
529,000 posts and more
than 428.1 million views on
TikTok.
Here is how you can
prepare it yourself at home in
less than five minutes:
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons instant
coffee.
2 tablespoons hot water.
(Optional) sugar.
Ice, as needed.
Milk, as needed.
Preparation:
Mix instant coffee and hot
water in a bowl.
Mix by using a handheld
frother or by hand until the
mixture becomes creamy.
Spoon the mixture over
cold milk in a glass filled with
ice.
**Recipes can be modified
to fit specific tastes.
To view the video, check
out The Crow’s Nest at
USFSP on YouTube.

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

Dalgona coffee, also known as whipped coffee, is
the latest viral drink everyone is making during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

Coffee tastes better when you grind your own beans at home.

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

(Left) If you are a coffee
lover, you know that we
don’t just drink coffee,
we celebrate it.

AYA DIAB | THE CROW’S NEST

(Right) Derived from
Arabica beans, Turkish
coffee is often served in
demitasse cups.
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OPINION: Protests are not private

By Lydia Oratowski
CONTRIBUTOR

A

THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
campus and its surrounding community.
The Crow’s Nest abides by the highest
ethical standards and focuses on stories
that help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com
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Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no more
than 500 words. Writers must include
their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department
and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can
be sent to sojdanic@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
may be purchased for 10 cents each by
contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

photograph is worth
a thousand words,
but what happens
when photographers edit that
photo? Are they adding to
the story? Taking something
away? Maybe changing it
entirely?
By adding music to a
video, the mood of the story
is altered. The same can be
said for changing a photo and
making it brighter, darker or
converting color to black and
white. Blurring a face also
changes the story, removes
emotion from a photo, and
may lead readers to question
the honesty of a photographer
or their employer.
There are a variety of
legal and ethical issues
photojournalists need to
consider before publishing
a story, including weighing
the privacy of people against
the importance of conveying
information to the public.
As media outlets like NPR
report an increase in requests
to hide protesters’ faces in
order to protect them from

backlash, photographers have
to consider how that could
change the story they tell.
Privacy is something
photojournalists should
consider before they
even snap a photo. When
privacy must be maintained,
photographers can take photos
that still tell the tale without
showing faces – as you might
expect to see with stories
about children in schools or
patients in hospitals.
But protests are not
private, so protesters should
not expect privacy. When a
group of people organize and
gather outside a government
building, they probably have
something meaningful to say.
The First Amendment protects
people’s right to protest and
the press’ right to cover the
news.
Anonymous faces in a
photo would be questioned
just like anonymous sources
often are in news stories.
Instead of focusing on the
news, readers might focus on
the blurred face. Who is that
person? Why are they hidden?
Are they even real protesters?
Many news agencies even

have strict rules about editing
photos to avoid altering the
story.
The Associated Press
says “no element should
be digitally added to
or subtracted from any
photograph. The faces or
identities of individuals must
not be obscured by Photoshop
or any other editing tool.”
Even if the media were
to start blurring protester
faces, where should the
line be drawn? Is a press
photographer supposed to ask
permission from every person
in a crowded street? Should
they just blur protester faces,
or people watching parades
too?
An article from The
Poynter Institute addressed
the ethics of the issue, quoting
photographers that try to get
permission when they cover
protests related to sensitive
topics like immigration,
and others that believe a
protest is an important public
demonstration that should be
photographed and broadcast.
“I don’t think the answer
is to stop taking photos or
videos. I think the answer is

to do it responsibly, fairly and
respectfully,” Lynn Walsh,
the society of Professional
Journalists’ ethic chair, told
Poynter.
In the same article,
comments from a faculty
member at Poynter also note
how police and protesters are
similar, in the sense that they
only want to be “shown in the
best light.” This is something
most people can relate to, but
photojournalists are trying to
capture history as it happens.
Their goal is to tell the story.
Imagine flipping through
a history book with photos
changed, to protect the
privacy or the reputations
of the people in them. Part
of the story would be lost as
the napalm girl, Kent State
shooting and Holocaust
victims become blobs. The
photo of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. taken at the March
on Washington would be less
powerful if the giant crowd
behind him was just a blur.
History is blurry enough
already. We need clear photos
to preserve the present for the
future.

Don’t “Toucha-Toucha” touch me

By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

I

never thought my
first experience at the
Rocky Horror Picture
Show would entail a drive-in
theater, face coverings and
watching the cast dance on
the beds of two tow trucks
– but here we are.
On Oct. 10, the Silver
Moon Drive-In in Lakeland
hosted the cast of Hell On
Heels, a Tampa-based group
that exclusively performs the
cult classic.
“…It (was) a very
different type of show,”
Susan Belliveau, the
producer for Hell On Heels,
said. “Rocky is typically
a very intimate show and
thrives as an intimate show.
We enjoy being able to be
close with our patrons… and
(we) share a small theatre
yelling callbacks together.
“However, in the era of
COVID-19, that just isn’t
safe.”
The patrons began to take
their seats (parking spots)
and arrange lawn chairs and
blankets on the pavement.
As the show’s lengthy
opening played, the famed
bright red lips sang “Science
Fiction/Double Feature”
while the Rocky Horror
frequenters shouted snappy
responses — an audience
participation tradition known
as “callbacks” — at the
screen. On the make-shift
stage danced a woman,
unmasked, in a red dress
emulating the lips projected
behind her.
But the show didn’t

remain unmasked for long.
Brad and Janet arrived on
stage cautiously mirroring
the movements of their onscreen counterparts played
by Susan Sarandon and
Barry Bostwick.
It was when Bostwick
and Sarandon kissed during
“Dammit Janet,” the masks
of the actors onstage
gingerly touched.
“Our cast had on masks
at all times,” Belliveau
said. “In addition to maskwearing and casting, our cast
members were allowed and
given permission to change
any and all blocking to allow
for distancing if at any point
they were uncomfortable.”
The show’s famously
raunchy choreography was
subdued, but it wasn’t absent
from the performance.
“We did our best to cast as
many people who (regularly)
share exposure with each
other,” Belliveau said.
The drive-in aspect
just made the first-time
experience of seeing the
show all-the-more unique.
Hailing great popularity
in the ‘50s and ‘60s, the
drive-in phenomenon started
to decline in the early ‘80s.
In October of 2019, the
United Drive-In Theatre
Owner Association reported
that there were only 305
drive-ins remaining in the
country.
In a Bloomberg CityLab
article published in
September, they said “…
during the coronavirus
pandemic, the promise
of a shared entertainment
experience from the
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Nearing the show’s end, the onstage Dr. FrankN-Furter unveils the classic costume with a red
corset and stockings.
comfort of a controlled,
socially distant environment
has fueled a drive-in
resurgence…”
And apparently, Rocky
Horror isn’t the only
production taking the drivein direction.
“Some drive-ins
reopened after having
closed permanently last
year,” the article said. “The
Goleta West Wind DriveIn in California, which had
officially closed its gates last
April, made a coronavirus
comeback this summer with
a Harry Potter double feature
on Memorial Day.”
As the show went on, the
irony of a “socially distant”
Rocky Horror really sunk
in when (the onstage) Janet
sang “Toucha-TouchaTouch Me” to Rocky from a
distance of roughly six feet.
But the show, as far as I
knew, upheld its humor and
unpredictable nature.

“A drive-in challenged
some of the core features of
our show, and those were
challenges we had to work
around,” Belliveau said. “We
did our best to bring as much
passion and positive light
into the show as we would
any other night.”
When the cast lined up on
the tow truck stage to take a
bow as the credits ran, I just
couldn’t help but eagerly
anticipate a Rocky Horror
show without the limitations
imposed by COVID-19.
“Rocky is all about
community,” Belliveau
said. “So even though the
experience was different, we
hope that patrons still know
that this community is here,
no matter what is going on in
the world around them.”
Follow Hell On Heels
on Facebook for more
information about upcoming
shows and events.
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Netflix’s ‘Ratched’: From gripping
to disappointing

By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

L

ooking for a
binge-worthy
drama series to
fill your schedule during a
drab semester?
Ratched will suffice.
Netflix’s newest
original series, Ratched
is based on a character
named Ratched from the
1962 novel One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.
It tells the story of
Nurse Ratched, a woman
who wedged her way into
a nursing position at a
psychiatric hospital in the
1940s. Shortly after her
arrival, mass murderer
Edmond Tulleson
enters the hospital for a
psychiatric evaluation
to see if he is “fit” to be
given the death penalty for
his crime.
Dr. Hanover, the head
doctor of the hospital, has
ambition to revolutionize
the psychiatric field.
The amalgamation of
Tulleson’s psychiatric
evaluation, Ratched’s
mysterious background
and Hanover’s eccentricity
makes for a gripping plot.
Nurse Ratched is played
by Sarah Paulson, whose
most notable work is in
the American Horror Story

series. Finn Wittrock,
also known for his work
in AHS, plays Tulleson.
Hanover is played by Jon
Jon Briones, who has not
played many major movie
roles before Ratched.
When I initially heard
that Paulson would be
starring in as Nurse
Ratched, I assumed
the series would bear
resemblance to the AHS
series. Of course, this
wouldn’t be a problem,
as I have enjoyed many
seasons of AHS, however
cheesy or anticlimactic
they were. Yet, I hoped

for a series with less plot
holes, deeper character
arcs and less dead ends.
In the first four
episodes of the eightepisode season, Ratched
felt nothing like the
inconsistent AHS seasons
I have watched. Paulson’s
performance as Nurse
Ratched was convincing
and eerie. Briones’
performance as Dr.
Hanover was stunning and
forced me to question how
he had not received any
major roles before.
Lou Eyrich and
Rebecca Guzzi, the

show’s costume designers,
captured the essence
of the 1940s while
simultaneously creating
an enchanting color pallet
that made it difficult to
take my eyes off of the
screen.
The mysteries and
revelations of several
plot points and character
arcs in this first batch of
episodes almost inclined
me to prematurely slam
the gavel and declare
Ratched as the show of the
year.
Oh, how I was
disappointed after episode

four.
The second half of
Ratched’s first season saw
the show falling off a cliff.
Characters which the show
had seemingly worked so
hard to develop in the first
half of the season made
uncharacteristic decisions
that served as shallow
ends for characters with
great depth.
Unfortunately, the
latter end of Ratched
confirmed my premonition
of the show tragically
following the AHS formula
of inconsistency and
disappointment – 7/10.
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‘Ratched’ is a Netflix original series that debuted in September. It stars Sarah Paulson as Nurse Ratched

W h at to do t his we e k : Oc t . 1 8 -25
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu
MONDAY
It’s movie night!
Visit The Drive-In
at Armature Works
to enjoy a contactless
drive-in movie theater
experience. The
Greatest Showman will
be shown at 7:30 p.m.
at 1910 N Ola Ave. in
Tampa. Doors open at
6:30 p.m., and ticket
prices start at $28.
TUESDAY
Feeling smart? Trivia
Tuesday might be right
up your alley. Head over
to Brew Bus Brewing at
7:30 p.m. for a chance to
test your knowledge and
win prizes.

The event is free and is
at 4101 N Florida Ave. in
Tampa.
WEDNESDAY
Ready to take your
shower songs public?
Open Mic Night at
Kava Culture Kava Bar
is the perfect place to
belt your favorite tunes
in a judgment-free zone.
Whether you want to
perform or just watch
the local talent, visit 514
N Franklin St. in Tampa
from 9 p.m. to midnight.
THURSDAY
Spend your evening
at a barre with Barre
in the Park. Enjoy a
free exercise class led

by instructors from
the Bryan Glazer
Foundation Jewish
Community from 6 to
7 p.m. at Curtis Hixon
Waterfront Park, 600
N Ashley Dr. in Tampa.
Meet at the wooden
platform with the railings
for use during the class.
FRIDAY
Get transported back
to the 1890s and help
solve a muder mystery
with an Eerie Evening
at the Tampa Bay
Hotel. Presented by
the Henry B. Plant
Museum, time slots
are available from 6 to
9:30 p.m., with space
limited to 30 people per
hour. Tickets are $15 for

members and $25 for
non-members. The event
will be held at 401 W
Kennedy Blvd. in Tampa.
SATURDAY
The Pirate Water
Taxi is getting into the
Halloween spirit with
the Haunted River
Cruise. They’ll have
you at the edge of your
seat with tales of ghosts
and haunted history as
you cruise along the
Hillsborough River. This
45-minute adventure has
time slots every hour
from 6:15 to 9:15 p.m.
at 603 Channelside Dr. in
Tampa.
If spooky isn’t
your style head to the

Illusions the Drag
Queen Show in St.
Petersburg to enjoy
celebrity impersonators
and the “funniest drag
queens” in the area. The
show starts at 7:00 p.m.
and is at 327 Third Ave.
N. in St. Petersburg.
SUNDAY
ZooTampa at Lowry
Park offers family
friendly fun with their
Creatures of the Night
Halloween event. From
4 to 10 p.m., experience
spooky characters and
outdoor activities at
1101 W Sligh Ave. in
Tampa. Tickets are $5
for members and $24.95
for non-members.
Remember to reserve
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Student Organization
Spotlight:
Ethics? Debatable.

By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

W

hen asked
to describe
her favorite
experience with USF St.
Petersburg’s Ethics and
Debate Club, club President
Tijen Jones struggled to
choose just one.
“I cannot express how
much I love this club,” Jones
said. “It provides a great
backbone for the university,
I believe, just to have people
with different views talking
about anything from political
topics to philosophical topics,
and anything and everything
in between.”
The Ethics and Debate
Club serves as a space
for students to address
controversial topics in a
conversational way among
peers of varying viewpoints.
The club is made up
of three branches: general,
competitive and ethics.
Each branch hosts diverse
conversations and offers
different forms of student
participation. Members are
free to decide how they
participate in the branches.
The club’s general
branch includes its weekly
Monday meetings from 5 to
7 p.m. Members participate
in a casual discussion about
controversial topics. Students
are given the opportunity to
choose discussion topics for
each meeting.
Students interested in
the club are encouraged to
contribute or just listen and
appreciate the conversation
during Monday meetings. It
serves as the ideal place for
those who enjoy conversation
but want to pass on public
speaking.
Upcoming meetings will
feature the club’s “Spooky
Series” with topics like cults
and communes and the ethics

of instilling fear.
“I really enjoy the general
meetings that we have on
Mondays,” club Secretary
Kristian Sawyer said. “We
have many people of different
views who come in and share
their opinions. We find out
where they get their opinions
from and we talk about it.
That’s my favorite part about
the club.”
Sawyer, a junior
psychology major, has been a
part of the club for one year.
As the club’s secretary, he
manages its social media and
marketing. He called his time
with the club “a wonderful
experience.”
The competitive branch
is where members hone
their debate skills for annual
competitions. Members are
not required to join the club’s
competitive teams; however,
Jones encourages those who
enjoy public speaking and
have a passionate interest to
give it a shot.
“If you’re interested in
any sort of topic, you’re able
to give a persuasive speech
about it,” Jones said. “Being
able to compete with people
and having them be a part
of your team, especially
whenever it has to do with
academics, drives people so
much closer than you could
ever imagine.”
Jones is a second year
interdisciplinary social
sciences major with a
concentration in political
science and history. She
eagerly joined the Ethics and
Debate Club as a freshman
and assumed her role as club
president in February of this
year.
The ethics branch
encompasses the club’s
preparations for competitive
debate on ethical cases.
Both of the club’s biggest
competitions require its
competitive teams to have

a healthy understanding of
ethics.
Every year, the club’s
competitive team participates
in The National Ethics Bowl
in Jacksonville, where teams
deliberate 12 different ethical
cases. The club also competes
in the International Business
Ethics Case Competition in
Boston.
IBECC requires teams
to identify an ethical issue
in a business or corporation
and devise a plan to solve it.
The club’s previous IBECC
topics include Hawaiian
Tropic sunscreen chemicals
destroying coral reefs and
patient neglect in Brookdale
Senior Living facilities.
Due to COVID-19
guidelines, club meetings and
competitions are now being
held virtually.
Before the pandemic,
the club’s competitive team
would travel for competitions.
Now, they are reminiscent of
the hours-long car rides that
brought them closer together.
Julia Linkogle, club Vice
President and third year
mechanical engineering major
at the Tampa campus, said the
team’s early-morning ventures
across the state “are so much
fun.”
“I love getting up before
the sun and taking a mini road
trip with everyone as it comes
up,” Linkogle said in an email
to The Crow’s Nest. “We listen
to music, get breakfast and
sometimes dinner together
and have a good time.”
Jones emphasizes that
there is something for
everyone in the Ethics and
Debate Club.
“…If you are passionate
about literally anything at
all, we can accommodate
you and we want to have you
here,” Jones said. “It’s such a
welcoming environment and
we are trying to make it more
welcoming every day for
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(Left to right) John Kostamo, Julia Linkogle,
Jonathon Hatzistefanou, Tijen Jones and Marcus
Rubenstein hold trophies won during a debate
tournament in Lakeland.
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(Left to right) Tom Gay, John Kostamo, Jonathon
Hatzistefanou, Tijen Jones, Jared Morgenstein and
Julia Linkogle (front) hold trophies from the club’s
first parliamentary debate in Boca Raton.
every person. No matter what
your spot in life is, we will
reach out to you.”
The Ethics and Debate
Club hopes to host more
on-campus events in the
future and looks forward to
collaborating with other St.

Petersburg campus clubs.
Students from all three
USF campuses are welcome
to participate. If you’re
interested in joining, look for
the club on social media or
contact club President Tijen
Jones at tijen@usf.edu.

State moves to dismiss USF student’s COVID-19 lawsuit
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

T

he State University
System filed a
motion on Oct. 1 to
dismiss the lawsuit brought
forward by USF student Jarret
Lafleur.
According to the Tampa
Bay Times, on July 21,
Lafleur brought forth
allegations of breach of
contract against USF for
continuing to charge the same

tuition and fees during the
COVID-19 closures as it did
during previous, in-person
semesters.
In the motion to dismiss
made by the State University
System, they argue that the
lawsuit doesn’t constitute a
breach of contract because
LaFleur failed to produce a
written copy of any contract
and identify any “actual
terms” breached by the
universities, according to
Florida Politics.

Lafleur is a Tampa
engineering student who
engages in intramural sports,
a fraternity and engineering
societies.
He alleges in the lawsuit
that because students were
forced into online instruction,
he was unable to experience
the benefits of an in-person
education.
Lafleur proposed
a class action lawsuit
against Florida’s 12 public
universities in July, and in

late-August was joined by
six students representing four
other Florida universities;
University of Central Florida,
University of Western
Florida, University of North
Florida and Florida Atlantic
University.
Following the six other
students joining the class
action lawsuit, the original
defendants, USF and the
Florida Board of Governors,
were dropped. The case is
now against the Florida State

University System and the 16
members of the Florida Board
of Governors.
Lafleur and the other
students in the case are
seeking damages on behalf
of all students at all public
Florida universities who paid
tuition and fees during the
spring and summer semesters,
which were affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Lafleur did not respond to
The Crow’s Nest requests for
comment.

